'…from the assessment of risk to the reduction of risk. ' The aim of this study was to compare the efficacy of using age alone with regular Framingham screening (an algorithm using age, sex, smoking status, diabetic status, serum cholesterol, and blood pressure) in order to assess the risk of developing future cardiovascular disease (CVD). Using statistical modelling, age-screening was as effective as Framingham screening including the overall estimated costs (c. £2,000 per CVD-free year). It should be borne in mind however, that the risk of a 50-year-old suffering from CVA in the following 10 years is only 2.8%, although clearly the impact can be catastrophic. Paradigm shifts from assessment of risk to the reduction of risk have parallels with some dental preventative approaches. The first author of this paper declared that he holds patents for a combination pill for the prevention of CVD. Taste disturbance is a complication of an inferior alveolar nerve block, albeit rare. In this succinct yet informative invited review, it is re-stated that loss of smell is more common than loss of taste. Those who have loss of smell are seen by an otorhinolaryngologist. Candidal infections 'may give rise to phantom taste…'. If this is suspected, it may be appropriate to prescribe oral antifungal agents on an 'empirical' basis. The chorda tympani nerve, a branch of the facial nerve, passes through the middle ear and then 'piggy-backs' on the lingual nerve. Not only can taste disturbance occur after damage to the middle ear, but also as a complication of third molar surgery and rarely following an inferior alveolar nerve block. Usually taste disturbance is association with medications and even zinc deficiency although the latter is controversial. Burning mouth syndrome may cause and not be a consequence of psychological morbidity. The Snail (l'escargot). Dental professionals, as with all of society, will be challenged as to how to deliver sensitively the needs of the 'grey tsunami'. Reduced salivary flow and less than ideal home care as a consequence of enfeebled hands, have devastating consequences for the natural dentition. In this paper focusing on the fine arts, it is asserted that ageing enhances being human. For example, Richard Strauss composed Metamorphosen at the age of 81. Edvard Munch depicted poignantly 'a mixture of loneliness and a fierce independence' in Selvportrett mellom klokken og sengen, a self-portrait painted in the last years of his life. Furthermore, it was not until Henri Matisse was in his ninth decade and in a wheelchair, that he employed découpage in The Snail. The author cites Susan Sontag who wrote: 'Everyone who is born holds dual citizenship, in the kingdom of the well and in the kingdom of the sick'.
